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- COVENANT NURSERY SCHOOL

Smiling faces,

Happy voices, - o L B

Busy hands... Sound like fun? - - - .. 4

This is a day at Covenant Nursery Schaol, our early childhood program, At
‘Covenant, kids countl We've been offering special times for young children since
- 1964, ; | o o -

_ Recognizing the importance of the early years in a child's development, the Session
operates Covenant Nursery School as part of its ministry to families. The school
seeks to provide a Christian learning environment and curriculum that encourage a

~ desire to learn as well as opportunities which foster growth in the skills and
aptitudes of each individual child. Our enroliment is limited in order to provide a
low staff-child ratio. This allows children more opportunities for individual and

~ small group interaction with the teachers. Tuition assistance is available and based
~ on need, N S , |

Covenant Nursery School serves chi Idren from 2 years to 5 years of age. Our
half-day program offers options from 2 1o 5 days a week during the months of
September to May. A theme-based curriculum offers a variety of topics each - _
Year.. Developmentally appropriate activities encourage children to discover and
learn as they participate in “hands-on® learning experiences. '

- Volunteers are an impor'ram' part of our nursery school program. Parents,
- grandparents, and church members can be found warking with our childrenin -

different activities. These activities include cooking, music, arf, dramatic play,

wood structures, snack, reading, sewing, sign language, community visit+s and many
- more events. If this sounds like fun, we hope you will join the excitement at

Covenant Nursery School. B | B



‘Covenant Developmental Nursery School YW=
2001 North anlter Street Staunton, Virginia 24401 (540) 885-2138 L

PURPOSE:
' The purposa of Covenant Developmental Nursery School is to offer to the church family

and to the Staunton community a nursery and pre-kindergarten program that will: -

1) provide a Christian learning envirenment and curriculum that will encourage a desire
to learn. | -

2) provide opportunities for each _individuél_ child to devel'qp, his/her own skills and
aptitudes. < o o : . ‘

1) to prbvide opportunitie_s for growth in the social, emotional, Iariguage, motor, and
cognitive areas; : R . . )

2) to assist the child in building self-esteem:;
- 3) to promote and recognize childhood as a significant stage of human development;
4) to aésist-parents in understanding their child's -dévelopment;

5) to nurture the child’s understanding of God and development of faith in Jesus
Christ; , ' '

6) to provide an environment in which children can experience God's -Iove and
: forgiveness and discover the wonders of God's world;

7) to provide a safe and supportiVe atmoéphere for each child and his/her family. .



- CURRICULUM

The curriculum plan recognizes that young children leam best when actively involved in
their learning experiences. This requires a variety of hands-on experiences in which the
children use their § senses as they explore and investigate the world around them. These
leaming opportunities must also be developmentally appropriate for the ages of the children
participating. This allows each child a chance to work within his own comfort zone, thereby
‘promoting the development of self-confidence in the child’s own ability to become an
independent worker and leamer. ' ' '

In addition to utilizing the child’s senses of seeing, hearing, tasting, touching, and smelling

" in'the learning éfvifohment, the cuiticulum recognizes the riéed ffdr"ﬁ'l"b?ll"diﬁﬁ actlvrl:les o
which will foster growth in the spiritual, cognitive, emotional, social, motor, and language
areas. The curriculum plan also values those unplanned “teachable moments”®, experiences
which have not been formally planned, but which evolve during the day from some event in
which the children are involved. This provides for flexibility and recognizes the value of
involving the children in their learning. It allows the teacher to catch their enthusiasm for a

' particular experience and develop it further while interest is high.

Covenant's curriculum plan utilizes themes for each month which serve as a means of
coordinating the leaming opportunities and exposing the children to a variety of topics and
experiences. Sometimes the same themes may be used in each group; however, the - :
activities offered in these groups differ according to ability. This allows a chance to expand
-the leamning opportunities from year to year and to build on previous experiences. There are
. some themes which may be used with only one group. New themes and activities are.
~added yearly and rotated with existing ones. Music; art, movement activities, and cooking
are also part of the curricuium. , ' A S

| 'The. following is a list of some of the themes which are rotated in and out of our curriculum:

New Routines Friends _ Special Me - Pumpkins/Leaves
Colors Calendar (PK) Nursery Rhymes -~ Grapes.

Storyland 5 Senses , Insects- Water Fun
Butterflies - = = Shapes - Harvest Time = = Moving & Growing
God's Blessings Families ~ Seasons - Rainforest
Homes Alike/Different - Different Cultures Ocean
Fruits/Vegetables Christmas Story Christmas Symbols . My Garden
'Numbers - Alphabet (PK) Birds -~ = Nature's Gifts -
Dinosaurs - Circus Community Helpers  * Voting S
Healthy Heart Grocery Store Bakery/Bread, Bread Healthy Foods
Farm Weather Pets . .~ Plants '
Frogs Zoo - Creatures of the Night  Trees

Flowers Fire/Safety ~ Bodies in Motion . Space

Water Gardens - Post Office World of Work - Easter
Animals in Winter We Are Thankful Teeth . ‘










