
It is good to be home! While I enjoyed my sab-
batical over the last several months – travel in 
Scotland, visits with friends and family, a wide 
variety of worship experiences, some good 
books – I am happy to be back at Covenant with 
all of you. I have missed you and missed wor-
shiping and serving with you! My great thanks to 
Sarah for her leadership in my absence! I have 
heard nothing but rave reviews for her sermons, pastoral care, 
and joyful spirit throughout this summer, though I am interested 
to see the additions she indicates have been approved in my  
absence – a church dog park, zip line for Chris from the organ  
to piano, and Jacuzzi for the Associate Pastor’s office! Hmm… 
 

Over the years we have had a lot of surprises and changes and 
celebrations as a Covenant community. What began as a gather-
ing of folks in an auto body shop on North Augusta Street in 1959 
has grown into this Covenant church with a vibrant ministry in 
Staunton and beyond. This Sunday (August 25) in worship at one 
service at 10:00 a.m. we will celebrate our 60th Anniversary as a 
church! With gratitude we will recall the vision and commitment 
of our charter members who laid the foundation literally and  
figuratively for this church. We will celebrate the joys of our  
past as we look with hope to the future. I hope that you will join 
us for this hallmark in our Covenant life together — 60 years of 
joyful, loving, hope-filled ministry — and counting! 
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8-25 
60th Anniversary  

Worship & Celebration  
9-1 

Peanut Butter Sunday 
Presbyterian Coffee Project 

Blended Worship 
Fellowship in the Breezeway 

Traditional Worship 
Fellowship Team 

9-12 
LABOR DAY — 

Church Office Closed 
9-4 

Environmental  
Stewardship Task Force  

9-5 
Bell Choir Practice 

Covenant Choir Practice 
9-8 

College Mail Sunday 
Youth & Rally Sunday 

Blended Worship 
Alpha Choir Practice (K-3rd grade) 

Sunday School 
Traditional Worship 

Omega Choir (4th-7th grade) 
Outreach Team 

Christian Education Team 

Connect with the   Pastor . . . 
MARK YOUR  
CALENDAR 



A Bible Verse to  
Think About   

Habakkuk 3:17-18 (NIV) 
Though the fig tree does not 

bud and there are no grapes on 
the vines, though the olive crop 
fails and the fields produce no 

food, though there are no sheep 
in the pen and no cattle in the 
stalls, yet I will rejoice in the 

LORD, I will be joyful  
in God my Savior.   

Presbyterian Women 

SAVE THE DATE!         
THANK OFFERING LUNCHEON 

SEPTEMBER 10, 2018 @ 11:30 am 
We begin our 2019-2020 term with  
our enjoyable salad and dessert  
THANK OFFERING LUNCHEON.  
Introducing our new  
study, LOVE CARVED IN  
STONE:  A Fresh Look at  
the Ten Commandments,  
by Eugenia Anne Gamble,  
will be “our own” Rev. Sarah Wolf.   
You will not want to miss this wonderful time 
of fellowship and learning. Sign up in the 
Narthex on Sundays, September 1st and 8th. 
Please join us and mark your calendar for the 
second Tuesday of each month at 10:00 am 
in the Breezeway for our monthly Circle 
Meetings.  Present board members and 
those being installed on September 10th will 
meet at Janet Guynn’s home on August 27th 
at 11:00 am. 

Novels & Needles Book Group is 
having their first meeting of the Fall 
session on Friday, September 13th,  
at 10:00 am in the Breezeway. The 
book for discussion is Ordinary 
Grace by William Kent Krueger. 
Discussion will be led by Anne 
Mitchell and Janie Ballurio. Bring 
your thoughts and your knitting  
or crocheting for an enjoyable  
morning!  

Monday Morning Bible Study 

Starting on Monday, September 
9th, join us for Bible study  
each Monday at 10:30 am  
in the Conference Room  
(near the church offices).  

We will look at the text for  
the next Sunday’s sermon.  

Dive a little deeper into God’s 
word, share your insights,  

and get a head start on the  
next sermon. All are welcome! 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=habakkuk+3:17-18


Saturday, September 28, 2019 
8:30 am to 4:00 pm 

Early Center, Richmond Campus 
3401 Brook Road, Richmond, VA 

LEARN WITH OUR SEMINARY FACULTY 
Seminary for a Day is an excellent oppor-
tunity to engage important and relevant 
theological topics with Seminary faculty. 
Participants will gather for two keynote 

addresses over the course of the day and 
select one morning and  

one afternoon workshop to attend.  
Cost is $25 (includes lunch).  

To register,  please visit -  
www.eiseverywhere.com/semforaday  

 News from the Nursery Team 
The Sunday Nursery team would like to thank the following super supporters  
     for their help with the smallest of our Covenant members!!!!   
            Julia Bussey, Jane Maxton, Janey Terry, Hayden Terry, Bonnie Rose, 
                                     Dave Melvin, Joan Sayers, and Emma Shuey.   
                          We are currently looking for volunteers for Fall who could  
                            join us for the 10:30 am service and who would love to giggle  
                            with some of the most fun members of our congregation.   
                               We promise you will leave with your heart full and joyful.   
                                 Please call Susie Oberg at 885-6832 if you are able to join  
                                    us the first Sunday of any upcoming month.  



 

NOMINATIONS FOR ELDERS  
 

Our Book of Order tells us this about the office of Elder: 
 

As there were in Old Testament times elders for the government of the people,    
so the New Testament church provided persons with particular gifts to share in 
governing and ministry. Ruling Elders are chosen by the people. Together with 
Teaching Elders (Ministers of the Word and Sacrament), they exercise leadership, 
governance, spiritual discernment, and discipline and have responsibility for the 
life of a congregation, as well as the whole church, including ecumenical relation-
ships. They serve faithfully as members of the Session and should be persons of 
faith, dedication, and good judgment. Their manner of life should be a demonstra-
tion of the Christian gospel, both within the church and in the world. Additionally, 
the church makes provision for youth who may be called to serve as youth elders 
to serve a one-year term, if so called. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

The Nominating Committee is seeking names to be considered for Elder. If you 
know of someone you feel would be qualified to serve, please write his or her 
name below and turn in this form either by dropping it in the offering plate during 
Sunday worship or at the church office by August 26. 

 

  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Elder Nominations 
 

  _____________________________________    ___________________________________ 
 
 
  _____________________________________    ___________________________________ 
 
 
  _____________________________________    ___________________________________ 
 
 
  _____________________________________    ___________________________________ 
 
 



Photo Courtesy of Equal Exchange  

                            ALL ABOUT EQUAL EXCHANGE 

                         The Outreach Team would like to highlight one of the indigenous coops Equal  
                         Exchange continues partnering with in Honduras, helping to bring a measure of  
                         hope, stability, and a brighter future. 
 

                         COMSA is a coffee producer society based in Marcala, La Paz, Honduras that  
                         proposes economic, social, and environmental objectives as a strategy to reduce  
                         poverty and to promote sustainable development. Founded in 2001 with 7000 
lempiras (300 US$) of social capital, COMSA grew out of an  
initiative of the Rural Business Development Foundation  
(FUNDER). Sixty producers in Marcala (12 women, 48 men)  
came together as the founding members of COMSA with the  
goal of directly exporting their coffee production.  
 

In 2018, COMSA has grown to have more than 1200 farmer  
members. COMSA members produce coffee using organic  
practices and the technical team shares a suite of best practices  
to improve on farm productivity to insure consistent generation of farm income. The organiza-
tion promotes diversification of production and asks its members to consider their farms as an 
integrated productive unit where all family members have the opportunity to participate and 
benefit from the production process. 
 

“Thanks to COMSA we began the process of diversification and now we have integrated 
farms and more income. We have our health because everything that we do is organic and 
we love this because every day we can innovate, observe, and analyze.” 
         — Alba Rosa Claros, member of COMSA. Las Brisas Farm. La Victoria, Marcala, Honduras 
 



The Big Event will be held on 
Saturday, September 14th from 

8:30 am to 3:00 pm at 
Massanetta Springs Camp 

and Conference Center. 
The Big Event offers worship,  

music, a mission fair, and  
workshops to interest adults, 

youth and children as we  
celebrate our oneness in Christ.  

For more information or  
to register, go to  

http://shenpres.org/big-event/  

Children, Come & Sing  
Youth choir rehearsals will begin on Septem-
ber 8th. Children in Kindergarten through  
3rd grade are invited to sing with the Alpha 
Choir. We will practice on Sunday, before 
Sunday School at 9:10 am in the Choir Room. 
The Omega Choir, for those in 4th grade and 
above, will practice in the Choir Room after 
the last worship service until 12:30 pm. 
Please mark your calendars, and come and 
sing with us. 

http://shenpres.org/big-event/


Women of Covenant Presbyterian are 
invited to the Church Women United 

of Staunton’s Annual Meeting. 
Friday, September 6, 2018 
Third Presbyterian Church 

1313 Barterbrook Road, Staunton 
Registration & refreshments at 9:30 am 
Program & Worship begins at 10:00 am 

We will celebrate Human Rights Day  
and learn how to share God’s love  

in our community. 
For more information, please email  

Connie Birch at cwbirch@verizon.net 

In January, the Session adopted a goal of 
becoming better environmental stewards. 
An Environmental Stewardship Task Force 
is beginning the work of looking for ways 
to expand our church's environmentally 
responsible choices.  
We have begun with glass cups at  
communion and are looking ahead to  
reduce paper and plastic waste even  
further by using our own dishes, which 
requires the use of our church dishwash-
er. At a screaming speed of 90 seconds 
per wash, it is a quick opportunity for  
service in the church. If you are willing  
to give a small amount of time to help  
us be better environmental stewards 
and would like to learn how to use the 
dishwasher, please call the church at  
or send an email to Laura Lawson at 
lauramayfieldlawson@gmail.com  
by Friday, August 30th. Learning how  
to use the dishwasher does not commit  
you to washing church dishes until  
Christ comes again; it is simply to  
empower many to share in the good  
work of responsible and sustainable  
earth care.  

Sustainability Effort 

 
 
 

The Facilities Team hopes you  
have noticed the professional  

cleaning in the church:   
shiny tiled floors and clean carpet.  

Help us keep it looking great!  
If you spill something,  
clean it up right away.     

And please, use extra care  
with any drinks that you  
take into the Sanctuary. 

From the Facilities Team 

mailto:LauraMayfieldLawson@gmail.com




Items for the next  
newsletter are  
due to Martha by  
9:00 am on Friday,  
August 30th. 

 

Please email her at:  
covenantpcusastaunton@gmail.com 
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2001 N. Coalter Street, Staunton, VA 24401 

www.covenantpresstaunton.org 
Office 540-885-2138 = Fax 540-885-4399 

Office hours: Monday -Thursday 8:15am-3:15pm,    
    Friday 8:15am-12:15pm 

  
  

 
 
 
 

 
 

MINISTERIAL & PROGRAM STAFF  
John C. Peterson 

Pastor 
Sarah Wolf 

Associate Pastor 
Laura Lawson 

Director of Youth Ministries 
Jeffrey Ryman 

Minister of Music 
Christopher Wszalek 

Organist 
Lou Dolive 

Handbell Director 
Joan Swift 

Director of Children’s Music 
Mitzi White 

Developmental Preschool Director 
Martha Pierce 

Administrative Assistant 
Paul Sorrell 
Treasurer 

Kathy Henderson 
Covenant Nurse 

Cleo Holly 
Custodian 

 
 

The Mission of Covenant Presbyterian 
Church is Striving to be Faithful Disciples  
of Christ: Worshiping with Joy, Growing  

in Faith, Serving in Love. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Covenant Connection is a publication of  
Covenant Presbyterian Church. 

The newsletter is published bi-weekly to inform 
members and friends of church programs, news 
and events. The Connection newsletter is online 

at www.covenantpresstaunton.org.  
 

 

 

 

 
 

   (look through the newsletter  
     to find the answer.) 

Remember  
Covenant’s  

60th Anniversary  
 on August 25th 

@ 10:00 AM 

What was the  
average cost of  

a new car in 1959? 
A.  $5,000 
B.  $2,200 
C.  $4,000 

D.  None of these 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Join us Sunday, August 25th 

for fun & fellowship – Tales 

of treasured memories with 

storytelling by Joan Swift, 

scrapbooks of past celebra-

tions and church news,  

opportunity to view a slide 

show of the start of the 

church to current activities, 

cake and coffee. 


