Louis (Lou) Dolive, a member of the greater Staunton arts and cultural
community for decades, died Sunday, November 9. In the days and hours
before his death, he was attended by his family and friends at Shenandoah
House at Augusta Health. He is survived by his wife of 47 years, Ruth
Arnold; his children, Carrie Dolive (Leigh Harrison) and Will Dolive
(Meagan Alley); his grandchildren, Sylvan Dolive, Damien Harrison,

Raiya Harrison, and Adelaide Dolive; and his siblings, Marian Webster

and Henry Dolive (Mary Kay Morris).

The youngest child of Clarke and Julia Dolive, Lou was born on October 21,
1949, in Orlando and raised in DelLand, Florida. He graduated in 1971 with
a degree in music from Eckerd College in St. Petersburg, where he met
Ruth. Their relationship blossomed through an archery class (he was the
instructor) and choir practice. Being naturally handy as well as musically
inclined, he entered the pipe organ building trade. He worked for eight
years for C.B. Fisk in Gloucester, Mass., before moving to the Staunton
area to work for Taylor & Boody Organ Builders in 1979. In 1992, Lou
started his own business maintaining and restoring antique keyboard
instruments, with clients that included the Colonial Williamsburg Founda-
tion, Washington & Lee University, and the Virginia Musical Museum.

He was frequently found transporting and tuning harpsichords for the
Staunton Music Festival and Virginia Baroque Performance Academy.
Shortly after moving to the area, Lou designed and constructed the
timber-framed passive solar home in Augusta County where he and

Ruth raised their two children.

Music was a central theme in Lou’s life. In addition to his instrument

work, he was a choral singer in school and church choirs from childhood.
He served as choir director at Augusta Stone and Bethel Presbyterian
Churches, started handbell choirs at both Augusta and Bethel, and directed
the handbell choir at Covenant Presbyterian Church for 16 years. He was a
member of Schola Cantorum of Waynesboro, where he also served on
their board, and performed in multiple musicals at Mary Baldwin College.
Lou and Ruth were also avid contra dancers.

Lou had a scholarly streak as well. An interest in shape note music led
him to help develop a comprehensive database of shape note songs.

He also assisted in projects to create singable period-appropriate editions
of songs from Shakespeare’s plays and translations of medieval French
troubadour songs.

His many friends and family members remember him as patient and
gentle, thorough and methodical, loving, and always ready to lend a
helping hand. These traits prompted him to spend 25 years as chair of
the Shenandoah Presbytery’s iCARE partnership, which recruited
sponsors for the Gore Home for Children in Ethiopia.

In lieu of flowers, Lou’s family encourages donations to iCARE (payable to
Shenandoah Presbytery, P.O. Box 1146, Harrisonburg, VA 22803 — use
iCARE in memo line) and Schola Cantorum of Waynesboro (P.O. Box 253,
Waynesboro, VA 22980).
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A SERVICE OF WORSHIP IN WITNESS TO THE
RESURRECTION AND IN CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE OF
LOUIS “LOU” DOLIVE
October 21, 1949 - November 9, 2025

November 22, 2025 2:00 Pm
PRELUDE — Be Thou My Vision
INTROIT oottt e e e Covenant Ringers

Be Still My Soul
OPENING SENTENCES

CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

People: God’s great mercy has given us living hope
by the Resurrection of Jesus.

Leader: Today we mourn, but we mourn with hope
in God’s sure promises in the risen Christ.

People: May the God who comforts us in all our
sorrows grant us peace.

PRAYER

FHYMN NO. 821.....ooceeeeeeeee ettt ettt eae seraeeen s Lowry
How Can | Keep From Singing

OLD TESTAMENT READINGS
Psalm 100
Isaiah 12:2-6

ANTHEM.....ovr e e Covenant Ringers
Abide with Me
NEW TESTAMENT READINGS
Colossians 3:12-17
2 Corinthians 4:16-5:1

WITNESS TO THE RESURRECTION

*HYMN NO. 415....ccccveeeeeeeeieeeeeesieeeeeessreeeeesnee e . RESTORATION
Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from Romans 14)
We do not live to ourselves,
and we do not die to ourselves.
If we live, we live to the Lord,
and if we die, we die to the Lord;
So then, whether we live or whether we die,
we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died
and lived again, so that he might be Lord of
both the dead and the living.

COMMENDATION

ANTHEM......cco ettt ereesresee e COVENANE Choir
Precious Lord, Take My Hand
PRAYER WITH THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen

*HYMN No. 641 (stanzas 1,2,5)....ccccccceceeeceeeceenennn......ENGELBERG
When in Our Music God is Glorified

Following the service, the family will receive friends
in the Breezeway of the church.

*BLESSING AND BENEDICTION
*RECESSIONAL

*Those who are able, please stand.

Organist/Pianist: Chris Wszalek
Choir Director: Beth Bohannon

Handbell Director: Alan Cameron
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(Hymns and streaming used by permission One License A-715880)

Pastors: John Peterson
Rachel Watson



